BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

1706-1790

In the latter part of the seventeenth century there
lived in Ecton in Northamptonshire a certain Josiah
Franklin. He was a son of the soil, and his people, who
could trace their descent back for nearly four hundred
years, were Protestants. Probably Josiah belonged to
the strict Puritan sect, for the days of Cromwell were
not far away, and it was religious persecution which
forced him in 1685, the year of Charles IPs death, to
leave England and emigrate to America.

Having crossed the Atlantic, Josiah settled in the town
of Boston, Massachusetts, where he started business as a
candle-maker and soap-boiler. It was not a very paying
profession, nevertheless he married twice, and on
January 17, 1706, his tenth son and eighth child by his
second wife was born in a house in Milk Street. In
those days people with large families often gave one son
to the Church as an offering to God, and Josiah decided
that this new son of his should be a minister when he
grew up. So the father planned, not knowing the sort
of son that had been given to him, and in due course
the baby boy was christened Benjamin, and at the age
of eight he was sent to school.

No doubt young Benjamin enjoyed his lessons, for he
was a boy who liked to know things, and you can picture
him tramping blithely to school through the streets bf
Boston, and back again to his home in Milk Street and